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The Early Mills 

No history of the River Road settlement would be complete 
without mentioning the mills. Some of the older members of 
the community remember them and 'tthile to- day none of the 
buil dings remain there are traces of the buil dings and of 
the mill ponds. To Mr. J. A. Campbell we are indebted for the 
following information . Chas . Conrad had a walnut mi ll at the 
right side of the road below the Fulton Hill. This millwas 
of course run by water. There was so little room for logs 
there that the machiner·y was moved across the road into the 
f l ats now o·.vned by Dan McPherson . It was then run by Hugh , 
son of James Fulton and Adam son of Adam . Many logs ·..rere 
sa.ved there~ Lunber was sold in London and some furniture 
brought from there. At the mill they made scythes, rakes, and 
cradl es . There was a l so a brick yard in McPherson flats. 
(south of t he bridge) Some of the older residents can remember 
the chimney of the brick kils . 

On the Frank Jones farm there was a brick yard run for 
years by Milt Brady , while on the ~~an Mcinty re farm another 
was r un by a Mr. Telford an ancestor of the Telfords l iving 
in Southwold. 

The brick building at the north of the re s i dence of John 
and James Mcintyre West River Road was at one time a factory 
or mill where sc vthes eta. were made. 
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RIVER ROAD SCHOOL ABOUT 1922 

Front Row 

John Chaplow, Bill Chapl ow , Archie Barrie , Harold Patri ck , 
Morley Li ndsay , Joe Coleman, Finlay McPherson , Fred Lindsay , 
Ted Groves , Ken Yeo , Ernie Groves , Don McCandless , 
Kenneth Campbell , Herbie Jamieson . 

Back Row 

Mildred Li ndsay , Lena Metler , Nettie Patrick , Emma Kelly, 
"Miss Bessie Grass", Margaret Kelly , Ina Barrie , Jean Metler , 
Dorothy Lindsay , Laura Patrick , Annie Barrie , Clara McGaw, 
Catherine McPherson , Dorothy Kelly , Jean McCandless , 
El izabeth Turnbull , Alma McGaw , Kathl een Precoor . 
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RIVER ROAD SCHOOL ABOUT 1926 OR '27 

Front Row 

Bill Metler , Ernie Ryckman , Gordon McGaw, Ken Yeo , Harry Axford , 
Allen McCandless , Ray McCandless , Joe Coleman, John Chaplow , 

Second Row 

Marianne Coleman, Lila Axford , Helen Yeo , Fl orence Yeo , 
Elizabeth Kelly , ? , Myrtle Lindsay , Ella Axford , Dorothy 
Kelly , Alma McGaw , Jean McCandless. 

Third Row 

Maurice Douglas , Lena Metl er , Doris Parker , Mildred Lindsay , 
Nettie Patrick, Edith Butcher , Clara McGaw, Catherine McPherson , 
Donald McCandless , 11Mr. Claud Garton". 

Fourth Row 

Harold Patrick, Bill Chaplow, Viola Ryckman , Dorothy Lindsay, 
Ina Barrie, Jean Metler, Morley Lindsay , Archie Barrie. 



RI VER ROAD SCHOOL 

The first school in Section 4 Southwold was built in 1A5o , 
t he t r ustees at that time were John Campbell , Dunca n McLarty 
and George La~ton . One a cre of land had been given for t he 
school s i te by Mr . G. La~ton . It was s i tuated at the corner 
of his f arm , near the gull r on the eas t side , of t he farm , 
no~ in 1q46 o ~ned by w. Coleman ' s family . 

At one time a private s chool wa s he ld in the old meetin~ 
house , .rhich ·.o~as a Met hodi s t Church , where t he gr a veyar d stands 
on t he Mellor Farm . Mi ss Sara Mel lor taught a pri vate s chool 
there . Some of the seats of the old church are in the United 
Church ~t Shed~ en an0 t h e church i s no., the Womens In~titute 
Hall at Union . Mrs . John Mellor had been i ns trumental in 
buil din~ the church . 

Some of the early teachers in School Section No 4 were 
Dr . Penwarden , Dr . Jon . Leitch , Ralph Staffer , Rev . David 
Burtch , Lauchlin L~itch , Dr . Fulton , Malcol m Cameron , Mary 
Arnold , Josep hine War dell , Miss McTavish , Laura McLean and 
Victorio Campbell . 

On September l A, 1896 at a meetin~ of the ratepayers 
of School Sect on No . ft.. South:-rold it •.o~as moved by J. Jackson 
and seconded by a Mel l or tha t t he ~ection build a ne .o~ school 
house. It was agreed t hat the school be bu i lt on t he sout h­
eas t corner of A11am Fulton ' s south.o~ est field . The trustees 
at that time were ID.o~e n Mcintyre , Angus McLarty and David 
Thompson . During 1R9 7 t he school hous e was built and t he 
first t eacher was Miss Minni e Sanders . 

Since 1R97 manv changes have been made up to 1946 which 
were as follo~s ,- -

In l921 ba~ement .ras put under ~chool 
1g22 a furnac~ .o~as i nstalled in t he basement . 
1925 the W. I . Had s.o~in~s erected . 
1926 •.r in~o.o~s ·~ere bull t on one sicte to improve lighttn~ 
1927 the s chool was licensed for a community hall 
192R the ceiling was lo.rered 
192q 1~ a cres of land •..ras bought from S . A. Fulton 
1q11 music ,r,q_s intrd>duced by Mr . Medlvn teqc hing 
1q32 hvdro .ra~ ins t alled 
l9hl~ ne.r seats .o~ere inst'll led 

a ne~ honor rol l of both ~ars ~as m'lde 
1945 ne.r cement ilalks bu i l t . 
1947 ne·.r .rell and -pressur e pump put n ~chool 
194R an annex built con'3ting $ 3500 
1949 Cllpbo9.rds 
1951 ne•..r oil burner 
1952 insulation installed a nd fluores cent lights 
1952 ne .o~ piano - purchased by R. R. W. I . cos t $100 . 00 
1954 ne~ har dwood floors 
195A new bookcase , ne~ ~ell dug by H. Axfora , M Fultoni 
l q 5q ne .o~ sert ts 
1960 ne•..r seats 
1q61 n~.r <J ~a tc; 
1964 ne.r oi _ burner 

Tn Oct . 1Y6Lt - the sc 1"\no.L ..vas s ol d to Mrs . S . A. Fulton. 
at Mrs FuJ.tons ~th Mbrray Fu.L.tou inherited it. 

River Road School 

Murray Fulton sold the school to Gordon and Audrey Flanagan 
and they sold it to Mary E. Anderson (Mrs. Robert) on April 30, 
1980. Then it was sold on July 3, 1980 to Thomas Murray and 
Claudia Jane Baldwin. On August 1, 1982 , the Baldwi ns bought 
an additional piece of land from Robert M. Anderson. 
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Teachers of River Road School 
since ! 88 1 

Miss McLell an, 
Eliza Thompson , 
Ka tie McGregor , 
Ell a Campbel l , 
Ma r v Me Co l l , 
E. E. Cla rke , 
Minnie Sanders , 

In the ne~ school , 

Minnie Sanders , 
Harry Cross , 
Miss Wh itton, 
Elsie Davis , 
Annie Lyl e , 
Amy Mc Gug!ln, 
Grac e Murdock , 
Delia Jennings , 
Eva Haines , 
Clara Begg , 
Estell e Ha r rison , 
Norma Rooney , 
Miss White, 
Ida Le..ris , 
M. V. Campbell 
Everett McCurdy , 
D. Bald·..rin , 
Bessie Grass , 
Claude Garton , 
Edna MeGa.., , 
Pearl Robinson , 
Aleta McGugan , 
James Ste-rart , 
Kathleen Arm~trong , 
Mrs. S .A. Ful ton 
Mr s . McLaren 
Mrs . Marg,aret Austin 
Miss El eanor Smi th 
Mrs . s . A. Ful ton 
Mrs Bessie Campb~ll 
Mr . Gordon Wa ldie 
Miss Wil l ami na Schi pper 
I'1r • I'1 • De Gra.v 
Mrs . Bartlett 

Teachers from the Ri ver Road Community . 

Els i e Davis 
El la Campbell 
Violet Francis 
Edna McGaw 
Agnes McPherson 
Ronald Axford B.A . 
Donald McCa ndless 
Jeannette Campbell B. A. 
Dav id McPher son B.A. 
Hugh McPherson 
Janice Campbell 
Marilyn Metler 
Wilheml na Sch i pper 
Grac ~ Sc hi pper 

' i 



Bu<Jines'3 

Helen C"lYTlpbell 
J e!l.n Metl~r 
Len'l ~le tlel" 
J ean Ye'l.ndl"} 
Cath"lrine McPhel"son 
Myrtle Lind<Ja.v 
!11 l ri T'ed Linri <J"lV 
Li l'l Axford 
Geana.lt'i D"lrr'-lch 
Doris Cq_mpbell 
Ali ce Cummin~s 
Maurice Dou~l!ls 
Ruth Ca rter 
Ella Axford 
Colin Campbell 
Gar y Ri ea;er 
Russ~ l Rie~er 
Dugald Campbell 

Doctors-
James Fulton 
J ameCJ Davi s 

Nurse s -
Evil Joiner 
Anni e Barrie 
Fl orence Campbell 
Elv'l Chaplo-r 
Lel'l Fr ancis 
Wi nnifred Jennin~s 
Marianne Coleman 
Ba. r b'lr9. Reid 
'1h 1 Sc ni op 'H' 
J9.ne Be~,a; 
Rose Mary Reek (nursing a ssistant) 
Ka r en McPhers on 
Mrs. Marvin Caughell 1971 

,. 

Mi ss Ci ndy Caughel l att ended Ivan Ro Sa l es School of Hairdr essing 
in 1977• 
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Mu<3ic 
Je ' n McCandless 
Mart~nne Cole-man 
Jeannette C~mob~ll 
J9.nice Cq,mpbell 
Darlene Metler 
Marilvn Metler 
SterhonFulton 
James Fulton 
Kennell~ Campbell 

Joe Col eman , Rober t Lind<3av took cour~ ~s folloii ng r eturn from 
World War 2 

GR 13 and Tech Gradua tes 
Joe Coleman 
Francis Coleman 
Murra v Fulton 
Fulton Oa.rrach 
Robert Li ndsav 
Colin Campbell 
Stephen Fulton 

Agricul tural College 
Wm . D. Metl er 
J . H. McPherson 
Gery Rieger 

Technological Institutes 

Russel Rie~er 'tles tern Ontar i o I nsti tue of Technol ogy 

Brian Fritsch graduated from Kingston Military College. 
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B~~h~m Ar~a Sc~~ol Princip~l 

Everett Me Curdy 

Honored on Retirement 

Former River Ro~d Teach~r : 

To the nos t3.lP,ic s tr9. ins of '' School Days , " on Jun~ 29 , 1960 
Pupi l <J , for'Tler P'lp1l s and m'lnv friend., of Everett Me Curdy , 
princip'll of the Baynarn Ar 0 l School , bit 9.. fond f~reiell at a 
surpri9e ret irement partv ~el~ Tuesday 9.fternoon in his 
honor . Mr . Mc Olrdv , orinci p~l nere fo~ tne past nin~ years , is 
retiri~~ after un yeqrs in t he te'lc 1inc orof~sqi on . 

~it~ moqt of th~t ti~e spont in Blvin County scnools , 
Mr . '"lcCll.r1ay 1 ., co1mtless fri..ends c~m~ froTTl "Tlanv C~"'ntres in tno 
c o,ln ty , 9..nd 'l s fq"' a 'v9..Y 9.. s Toronto , to a ttend th~ pa.rty hel':i 
in the cool n~"" c;h'l"le of t hP biP' "Tl'lplqs on th~ sc .1ool "'ro11noq . 
Cecil B'lll , 'l qci-).ool boqrd tr,lstee , .r"\s progr9.."" ch'lir>nan . 

The retirina princ i o'll r t s pr~s~nt~d .rith a 9 11m of cash , a 
~ol ..., -t'l tc'l anr:1 a fol1o of letters fro"'l for"'ler n11pils and fri,..nds , 
m'lnV of .rho'Tl ~er~"' unable to ~tten~ . The ore~~ntat1nns .ror~ made 
by Rav T~l"'stnn , Mrs . Roqg Kno iles 3.nd Mrs . Bll""n ~itch~ll on 
behalf of th~ HoTTl~ an~ Schonl Associqtion . 
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RIVER ROAD SUNDAYSCHOOL 
by Frank E Thompson 

The River Road SUnday School was first organized about 
the year 1890 (possibly a year or two before that) and was 
from the beginning a Union Sunday School. The first 
Superintendant as I recall, was a Mr. Lamond. After a year 
or two he moved away and Mr. E. o. Green, Union volunteered 
to assume the responsibility of directing the SUnday 
School. He developed into a very fine and fai tllll SUperintentmt 
and the members after a few years rewarded him with a bicycle 
to assist him in his five mile weekly Journey to the River 
Road School, Kr. Green himself being the teacher of the Adult 
Bible Class. The SUnday School met in the afternoon at three 
o'clock and among the early workers and teacre rs as I rememer 
were Mary Fulton, who later married and moved to London, and 
her brother Hugh Fulton, and Mrs. Wm. Davis and later John 
Farker and his daughter Edna, when the Davis Family moved to 
Lucan, Adam Fulton was always a great helper in the Sunday 
School, in the early years, especially as Treasurer and as 
teacher of a Young People's Class. Grace Campbell was my 
'.feacher at one time and I" remember later Jlra. Corman took 
~art in the teaching. 

# 

The Annual Lawn Socialls dCiring the latter part of June 
were always enJoyable social affairs and likewise the 
Christmas entertainments with their interesting programs 
of local and special talent. · 

Thewriter was Secretary for many years and also Assistant 
Treasurer for Mr. Fulton. In 1909 was assistant SUpt. 
and in April 1912 at the Annual Sunday School •eeting was 
made SUperintendant and Mr. Greem was appointed Honorary 

Superintendm'lt. 

Mrs. D. B. McPherson was SUperintendant after F. E. 
Thompson and held that office until it closed in 1936. 



) Early Cars of River Road . 

~arper's 1911 Hupmobile 

Lee Bla ck 1913 Ford 

Mcintyre 1914 Reo 

Neil Campbell ( Union Rd.) 1914 Ford 

Mr Platz 1914 Ford 

John Fulton 1915 Studebacker 

J. Campbell 1915 Grey Dort 
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